


- Ben Rose

Director’s Notes
It’s a great honor to be able to bring a story like 
Toni Stone to life for any community, but especially 
one where the actual history was made. In 2008 I 
was getting a degree in photography from the Arts 
Institute of Indianapolis and found myself sneaking 
into Bush Stadium to get what I hoped would be 
iconic photos for a class project. As a kid I had 
been to see the Indianapolis Indians play and could 
still stack the image in my mind of pristine grass 
and a manicured field right next to the current one 
of trees growing in the infield and a dilapidated 
stadium. As a child I had no idea there was a Negro 
League that played there, and if you told me years 
later I’d be producing and directing a production 
about the first woman to play in those leagues at 
that very stadium I would have been in disbelief. 
As Founding Artistic Director of the Indianapolis 
Black Theater Company I take inspiration from Toni 
Stone’s trailblazing spirit as we endeavor to uplift 
Black Narratives and share stories that show our 
strength and resilience as well as our vulnerabilities. 
There is much more to come from IBTC as we 
innovate in this merging world of mediums and yet 
with each step forward we are reminded that it is 
our ability to feel and connect with those around us 
that truly makes us human.

Ben Rose is an award winning writer, 
actor, director and producer. He 
appeared most recently as Cutler in 
Ma Rainy’s Black Bottom. His feature 
length documentary, Haughville USA 
is currently in post-production to be 
completed in Fall 2024. Rose is also 
an Indianapolis Arts Council Creative 
Renewal Fellow and his screenplay 
Lion of Judah was an official selection 
in the 2017 Los Angeles International 
Screenplay Awards. Rose holds 
a degree in photography from the 
Arts Institute and attended Indiana 
University in Bloomington, IN.
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DAY or NIGHT
The District Theatre 
has a show for 
Everyone!

Family
The Halloween Tree by Ray Bradbury
The story of a group of trick-or-treating children who learn 
about the origins and infl uences of Halloween when one of 
their friends is spirited away by mysterious forces.

Musical Parody
SHREK - IndyDrag Theatre
Once upon a time, in a faraway swamp, there lived a drag 
ogre named Shrek. Shrek embarks on a quest to sing, 
dance, and save Princess Fiona from the highest room of 
the tallest tower.

Holiday Show
This fl ashy, family friendly romp will get you in the spirit 
with hilarious original music, elaborate costumes, and 
enough singing and dancing to make any Scrooge smile.

Stand Up Comedy
Monthly showcase of the very best national touring comics 
and Indy’s local comedy scene. The real treat is coming to 
a live show and experiencing it for yourself.

Halloween
Hosted by the Mistress of the Night
21+ • “Shots” included

Dance
Indianapolis Ballet
New Works delivers an unforgettable unique, up-close 
and personal audience experience in the intimacy of The 
District Theatre.

Sport - A Baseball Legend
”Toni Stone” The fi rst female professional baseball player.
by Lydia R. Dimond
Indianapolis Black Theater Company inaugural production.
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